- ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

- BOROUG-H  OF  BYE,  - 


1915. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1915. 

Population. 

The  Population  of  the  District  at  the  last  Census 
was  2,000,  and  is  estimated  at  1,837  f°r  I9'i5>  by  the 
Registrar  General. 

Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  District 
after  deducting  Deaths  belonging  to  other  Districts, 
and  including  Deaths  of  Residents  of  the  Borough 
dying  outside  the  District  was  27  the  Death-rate 
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There  were  5 Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year, 
being  a rate  of  138  per  1,000  Births.  The  corres- 
ponding rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  England  and 
Wales  being  per  1,000  Births. 

The  Deaths  include  2 from  Cancer. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  Eye  was  39 
after  corrections  of  Births  assigned  to  other  Districts 
the  Birth-rate  was  36,  being  a rate  of  I9'6  per  1000. 
Idle  corresponding  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was 
per  1,000. 

The  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act  1915 
came  into  force  on  the  First  day  of  September  last, 
and  provides  that  in  the  case  of  every  child  born 
within  the  district,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  father  of 
the  child  if  he  is  actually  residing  in  the  house 
where  the  birth  takes  place  at  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence, and  of  any  person  in  attendance  upon  the 
mother  at  the  time  of,  or  within  six  hours  after  the 
birth,  to  give  notice  in  writing  of  the  birth  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district,  within  36 
hours  after  the  birth.  Five  Births  were  so  notified 
before  the  end  of  the  vear. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

Twenty-four  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  have 
occurred — 

20  Scarlet  Fever. 

2 Erysipelas. 

2 Tuberculosis  (pulmonary). 

Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  month 
of  March  in  Lowgate  Street,  and  also  at  Willow 
House.  The  latter  cases  were  undoubtedly  caused 
by  the  admission  of  a child  whilst  in  an  infectious 
state.  Subsequent  cases  occurred  in  the  town  during 
the  months  of  April,  May,  June  and  July.  A further 
case  occurred  in  October,  but  this  was  contracted  in 
Colchester. 

An  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred  during  the 
month  of  March.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  (Measles  and  German  Measles  Regulations, 
1915),  cases  of  this  disease  are  now  notifiable  by 
either  Parent  or  Medical  Practitioner. 

Six  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Cottage. 

Two  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

The  Houses  are  disinfected  in  case  of  all  Infec- 
tious Diseases,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  also  disinfects  Houses  from  which 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  removed  by  death,  or 
other  causes. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  REPORT. 


Physical  Features. 

The  area  of  the  Town  is  4,410  acres,  but  the 
Town  itself  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  this  area. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  Bye-laws  this  area  is 
defined  as  that  part  of  the  Town  within  2,000-ft.  of 
the  'Town  Hall  steps. 

Occupation. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  in  agricul- 
ture and  trade. 

The  Housing*  Accommodation. 

Owing  to  the  War,  the  house-to-house  inspection 
under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Adi,  1909, 
has  been  temporarily  suspended. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  supply  in  this  District  is  by  shallow 
Wells,  each  house  or  group  of  houses  having  its  own 
supply.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  surface  clay 
and  is  liable  to  pollution  from  the  surface.  The 
Wells  in  the  outlying  part  of  the  town  are  probably 
less  affected  than  those  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  supply  is  from  Dairies  in  the  Town. 
There  are  now  five  dairies  in  the  town  which  supply 
milk.  All  are  on  the  register.  All  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  and  found  clean  and  in  order. 


5 

Food  and  Drug's  Aet. 


This  is  controlled  by  the  County  Police,  and 
supplies  are  taken  by  them. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  Surface  water  and  refuse  water  are  carried 
by  means  of  a system  of  drains  into  the  river  by  5 
effluents. 

On  the  valley  drain  are  3 cesspools  to  catch 
solid  refuse  ; and  on  the  main  drain  a filtering 
catchpit. 

The  Main  Sewer  by  the  Church  was  temporarily 
repaired  in  February  with  8 pipes.  This  is  in  a bad 
state,  and  may  require  attention  at  any  time. 

Excrement  Removal. 

The  system  of  public  Scavenging  of  the  Earth 
Closets  brought  into  use  during  1914,  is  working 
satisfactorily,  and  old  privies  are  being  gradually 
replaced  by  Earth  Closets. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

This  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Council  where 
suitable  receptacles  are  provided  ; the  work  steadily 
increases,  and  would  be  faciliated  if  householders 
would  use  proper  sanitary  bins. 

Lodging*  House  Byelaws. 

Only  one  Inn  is  used  as  a common  Lodging  House, 
and  no  Bye-laws  have  been  considered  necessary. 

Schools. 

There  are  3 Schools  in  your  District — one  Public 
Elementary  for  boys  and  girls.  One  Grammar  School 
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a Secondary  School  under  the  County  Council  for 
boys  and  girls,  this  also  takes  a few  boy  boarders. 
One  Private  School  for  girls — day  and  boarding. 

The  Sanitary  accommodation  is  satisfactory. 

The  Elementary  School  is  inspected  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  East  Suffolk  District. 

Methods  of  dealing1  with  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  isolated  in  their  homes, 
or  in  the  isolation  cottage. 

With  regard  to  closure  of  Schools  and  exclusion 
of  Children  from  School,  I am  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  School  (Mixed)  and  the  Infant  School  were 
closed  from  March  22nd  to  April  12th  on  account  of 
an  epidemic  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever,  and  were 
disinfected  before  being  re-opened. 

Houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Urban  Authority, 
but  no  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  for  the  use 
of  the  Sanitary  Officer. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

A Cottage  is  kept  for  this  purpose. 

Six  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  nursed 
during  the  year. 

Workshops  Act. 

All  the  Workshops  in  the  District  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  are  kept  as  well  as 
the  trades  permit. 


Bakehouses. 
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These  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  clean 
and  in  order. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

New  Byelaws  as  to  these  are  now  in  force. 

They  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and 
are  kept  clean  and  limewashed. 

Nuisances. 

Fourteen  Cases  have  been  reported.  All  have 
been  remedied,  or  partly  abated. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  E.  BARNES,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


Eye,  Feb.  14th,  igi6. 


table  I.  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II.  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Cases  of  In  fectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1915. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Cottage  in  Eye.  Sanatoria,  &c. — Beds  in  Ipswich  Sanatorium. 


TABLE  III.  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Deaths  Registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  IQI5  classified  by  age  and  cause. 
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TABLE  IY  BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

Infant  Mortality. 

1915.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year 
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TABLE  V BOROUGH  OF  EYE. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  and  HOMEWORK,  1915. 
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THERE  IS  NO  DISPENSARY. 


